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W1A      --  Monday 19 July, h. 14.30-16.15 
Lost in discourse? Language, constructionism, and sociology, Session 1 
Bob Carter, Dave Elder-Vass, Alison Sealey 
Speaker Title Abstract 
Dave Elder-Vass 
University of Essex, UK 
d.eldervass@ntlworld.com 
The Social Construction of 
Cultural Boundaries 
Although Roy Bhaskar argues in The Possibility of Naturalism that social reality is 
concept dependent, critical realists have generally had little sympathy with social 
constructionist arguments, which build on exactly this point. While some social 
constructionists are anti-realist, this paper will argue that other constructionist arguments 
are entirely compatible with realist ontology.  
The paper considers the question of cultural boundaries: how can we define “a 
culture”, and when, and in what sense, do such definitions correspond to something that 
exists independently of our definition? The difficulties entailed in such definitions have 
already been clearly demonstrated by Margaret Archer’s analysis of the Myth of Cultural 
Integration in Culture and Agency. Must we conclude that there is no such thing as “a 
culture”? Or can we argue that such notions are socially constructed, real, and causally 
effective, despite the Myth of Cultural Integration? This paper will argue that, in a sense, 
both of these positions are correct.  
On the one hand, I will suggest, there is an objective distribution of cultural – that 
is, normative – commitments in any social space. On the other, there are usually many 
different possible ways of imposing cultural boundaries on such distributions, and those 
boundaries that come to be accepted are the outcome of a process of symbolic conflict. 
Cultural groupings, in other words, are determined in a process that is analogous to the 
process of class definition described by Pierre Bourdieu in Distinction. Yet those 
groupings and boundaries themselves feed back into shaping objective cultural 
commitments. 
Such arguments are familiar in some respects; they mirror, for example, Benedict 
Anderson’s treatment of emerging national identities in Imagined Communities. What is 
distinctive about this paper is that it connects these arguments clearly to a realist 
understanding of social ontology. 
Joe O’Mahoney 
joeomahoney@gmail.com 
Cardiff University, UK 
Embracing essentialism: a 
critical realist framing of 
resistance to discourse 
Discursive accounts of identity construction in organization studies have generally relied 
upon a social constructionist ontology which forces a de jure location of resistance within 
the realm of discourse, thereby ‘emptying’ the individual of properties. Such a 
presentation is unsustainable and unnecessary. An alternative critical realist ontology can 
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offer a richer and more precise presentation of the subject without losing the 
epistemological benefits of a discursive approach. However, such a move requires 
moving away from sociology’s irrational fear of essentialism. 
Anne Pernille Kran 
University of Tromso, Norway 
Anne.kran@uit.no  
 Controversies within Freud research on the validity of assimilating psychoanalytic 
observations to linguistic meaning concern both the issue of the linguistic version of the 
epistemic fallacy and the very different idea of linguistic relativism (as opposed to 
linguistic determinism). In the article I discuss how this debate has links to critical 
realism and different strands within critical realist theory. Second, I argue that only one 
position on the above debate allows the analysis of processes ‘disembedding space-time 
components’. As an example, Freud’s idea of mésalliances is used to illustrate the above 
and adverse effects on both our reasoning processes and the reflexive monitoring of our 
causal interactions. Finally I aim to show how society both “pre-figures” and rejects the 
phenomenon of mésalliances. 
 
 
W1B      --  Monday 19 July, h. 16.45-18.30 
Lost in discourse? Language, constructionism, and sociology, Session 2 
Bob Carter, Dave Elder-Vass, Alison Sealey 
Bob Carter1 & Alison Sealey2 
1 University of Warwick, UK 
Robert.carter@warwick.ac.uk 
2 University of Birmingham, 
UK 
a.j.sealey@bham.ac.uk 
Critical realism and empirical 
language research 
 
Critical realism has made relatively limited inroads into those areas of linguistic study 
most concerned with empirical language data (mainly applied linguistics and 
sociolinguistics). This may perhaps be accounted for by trends from both sides. On the 
one hand, the ontological emphasis in much critical realist theory has found some 
expression in critical discourse analysis, most notably in the work of Norman Fairclough 
and his colleagues, who draw on Bhaskar’s philosophical writing. However, this tradition 
draws much less on developments in the sociological applications of the theory (Archer, 
Layder, Pawson, Byrne etc). On the other hand, the predominant trend in many branches 
of applied linguistics is towards a conflation of reality and discourse itself, leaving little 
room for analytical dualism. 
This presentation will outline these trends and the tensions between them, before 
suggesting how the insights of critical realism can be more extensively developed in 
research into empirical language data and the patterns, both social and linguistic, which 
such analysis can reveal and explain. 
John O’Regan Critical realism, critical This paper considers the theoretical intersections between critical realism (CR) and the 
2010 IACR Conference                                                                                     Workshops Schedule and abstracts 
 3 
Institute of Education 
University of London, UK 
j.oregan@ioe.ac.uk 
discourse analysis and the 
aporetics of a critical ontology 
field of applied linguistics known as critical discourse analysis (CDA). CDA is the study 
of discourse as a social practice (Fairclough, 2001).  The paper identifies six distinctive 
approaches to CDA and to these correlates the six ‘moments’ or principles of critical 
realist theory:  transcendental realism, critical naturalism, explanatory critique, 
emancipatory axiology, dialectical critical realism, and the philosophical discourse of 
modernity (Hartwig, 2007).  As part of this mapping process the paper considers the 
varied meanings of the term ‘critical’ as it exists between and within both fields and 
attempts to locate the critical realist ‘kernel’ in the critical discourse ‘shell’. Of particular 
interest is how and whether the turn to discourse in the social sciences and in CDA can be 
reconciled with the insistence in CR of an accessible ontological reality.  The paper 
argues that the epistemic and linguistic fallacies, by which in CR the ontologically real is 
reduced to the epistemological and to discourse respectively, misconstrue the turn to 
discourse as a denial of the real and offers an alternative view. The paper also 
problematises the ‘trade off’ between epistemic and judgemental relativism in CR 
(Bhaskar, 1998, 2002) and in more recent versions of CDA (Chouliaraki and Fairclough, 
1999), arguing that an aporetic contradiction appears to exist in accepting one and 
rejecting the other.  The paper opens for discussion the nature of this aporia and asks if 
there is a way to resolve it. The paper concludes by outlining a framework of critical 
discourse analysis which meshes CDA with the critical inquiry of CR. 
Monica Kjørstad 
Oslo University College 
Norway 
Monica.Kjorstad@sam.hio.no 
The normsetting function of 
institutions - on the relevance 
of critical realism for 
understanding social work 
In the professional practice of social work, the mutual relationship between human 
action and societal context is central. Human action, undertaken individually or 
collectively, is understood within its societal context and the societal context is both 
presupposed by and a result of collective action (Bourdieu 1977;Morén 2001). 
Consequently, this research project attempts to describe and analyze the dialectic between 
overarching institutional relationships such as the body of laws and existing policies, 
institutional practices (the order and agenda of discourse) and the practice of social 
workers. Practices at the micro-level and the internal discourses can contribute to making 
the implementation of social policy visible, but they can also contribute to hiding some 
aspects of the overarching policies and the intentions of the law.  
With that as a starting point, the purpose of the study I am intended to present, is 
to describe and analyze the work that social workers do to provide adequate help and 
support to social welfare clients who lack the means to provide for their own needs and 
who apply for assistance from the office of social welfare because they are completely or 
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partially unemployed.  The focus of the study is upon the way in which social workers 
practice workfare and the different strategies that are utilized in its implementation. A 
central assumption of this approach is the hypothesis that the implementation of workfare 
is a complicated interaction that incorporates many variables that can be difficult to 
disclose.  
In the presentation I want to discuss the norm-setting function of institutions. 
Social welfare services carry-out many of its daily assignments by making decisions 
based upon a few dominating principles. The internal discourses within these institutions 
are decisive for determining which assignments receive priority (Fairclough 1995). 
Internal discourses produce and reproduce the decisive categories. Individuals and 
organizations are seen within frameworks that are created in the discourse, and this limits 
the social worker’s room to maneuver. In this way, exclusion mechanisms are created. 
Institutions do not only change what people view as being rational, i.e. what is in their 
interests when they thoroughly think through their situation, but they also influence what 
people consider to be right and just (Rothstein 1998). 
Social science phenomena are characterized by complexity and context 
dependency, with the collective interaction of many motivating forces. A critical 
discourse analytic approach is selected, which makes interpretation and reflection 
possible (Fairclough 1992, Fairclough 1995). Critical discourse analysis distinguishes 
itself ontologically from various post-structural forms of discourse analysis (for example, 
text analysis), in the sense that it includes reality as this is understood within a critical 
realist perspective, i.e. social and material relationships in society exist and are 
dialectically related to the actors that comprise the societal system (Fairclough 1995). In 
this perspective, discursive elements are dialectically related to other social dimensions.  
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W2      --  Monday 19 July, h. 14,30-16.15 
Law, Ethics, and Emancipation 
Alan Norrie 
Speaker Title Abstract 
Henrique Carvalho,  
King’s College London 
 
(Dynamic) Responsibility in a 
Time of Terror 
 
The paper is dedicated to the idea of subjectivity in law. It seeks to analyse how the 
individual is defined and delineated as the legal subject in discourses of responsibility, 
starting from the way in which the concept is defined and structured within criminal law 
debates, and then expanding the discussion to approach issues of international criminal 
justice. It takes responsibility as its focus for the major role that the concept plays in legal 
theory, as theorists have placed responsibility in the core of legal legitimacy and the 
grounds of justice. 
 The main reason why responsibility is so important for the criminal law theory 
debate is because, on one hand, the notion of a responsible legal subject is essential to the 
legitimacy of law enforcement and, on the other hand, in legal theory and practice this 
notion is filled with contradictions. While making sense of criminal law inevitably 
involves making sense of legal responsibility, the endeavour in itself is deeply 
problematic. Moreover, responsibility is directly linked to the understanding of the legal 
subject, as within the notion of responsibility lay the core of concepts that define legal 
subjectivity in itself, such as free will and autonomy. 
 Through the orthodox interpretation of these concepts, which modern roots can be 
traced back to the tradition of Enlightenment, a very distinct notion of the individual was 
created, aligned with the ideology and interests of liberal political philosophy. This 
notion, by its turn, became the philosophical and political backbone of legal legitimation, 
and as such it was preserved and sustained in lieu of the problems and contradictions it 
generates in social and legal practices. This state of paradox and antinomy generated a 
situation in which the greatest challenges to modern liberal subjectivity are created and 
maintained by the very assumptions it necessitates. The hypostatisation of autonomy 
constructs an idealised, fragile individual that needs an overwhelming structure of control 
in order to survive. 
 In order to exemplify the problem at hand, the paper will focus on the theme of 
terrorism, by reflecting on its bases and characteristics from a philosophical perspective, 
focusing on the interviews and interpretations made by Giovanna Borradori in her book 
Philosophy in a Time of Terror. Through this example, though, it becomes clear that one 
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of the essential roots of the perplexities of a ‘time of terror’ lie, at least in philosophical 
and theoretical terms, in the problems of subjectivity inherent in liberal western society. 
 This will take the paper back to the discussion of the ‘orthodox subjectivism’ that 
spawned from the ideas of the Enlightenment, particularly from the works of Immanuel 
Kant. Guided by the lens of Hannah Arendt’s perspective, Kant’s legacy to moral agency 
in society will be investigated in order to shed some light into the core problem of why 
legal subjectivity seems to be ultimately out of touch with the complexities of social 
reality. A look into Arendt’s Lectures on Kant’s Political Philosophy will indicate that 
such tensions already existed within Kant’s own work, and it seems to reflect tensions in 
western philosophy that were inherited and preserved in law. 
 Going further, however, this paper suggests that Arendt identified in Kant’s work 
not only the framework of the tensions inherent in legal subjectivity, but also a possible 
way to engage with them and reinterpret them. Such endeavour is possible, this paper 
argues, if a different perspective is adopted in regards to the conceptualisation of 
responsibility, one which can incorporate the demands of liberal philosophical aspirations 
without denying social complexity, treating responsibility as dialectical and dynamic. 
 
Craig Reeves,  
King’s College London 
 
Law and Freedom in Hegel 
and Bhaskar 
 
Hegel’s theory of freedom can be understood as an attempt to provide justification for law 
and its way of understanding individuals as free by reference to the way in which law 
plays an integrated role within a broader system of objective freedoms that is itself 
expressive of the essence of human freedom or spirit. I argue that Hegel’s view relies on 
an overdemanding notion of freedom as self-referential totality, and that this commits him 
to an organicist or subjective conception of the social and historical totality of human 
being (Spirit). Autonomy is completed in an ontological dialectic of self-actualisation that 
itself is uncoupled from the structure of individual autonomy and is secured by a supra-
subjective process. This makes sense of Bhaskar’s claim that Hegel illicitly equates 
freedom with necessity and fate, and reveals why Hegel’s dialectical arguments of 
necessity reinstate rather than remove contradictory elements within the transformed 
perspective of a higher (actual) unity.  
Bhaskar reconfigures Hegel’s concepts in terms of a realist understanding of dialectic that 
links change with dialectical criticism. Distinguishing between an anthropological 
account and concrete utopianism, Bhaskar effectively pries apart the ontological dialectic 
and the critical dialectic in Hegel, making intelligible how they can produce different 
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conclusions. The ontological dialectic is dependent on the activity of agency informed by 
dialectical explanations, which reveal contradictions that can only be removed in practice 
not in theory. This is rooted in a relational anthropology that shows how actual life can be 
structured in ways which are contradictory and which thus block individual autonomy 
(unnecessary necessities), without the need to resort to organicist model of the social 
totality. This connects the ongoing and open process of self-actualisation to the 
irreducible role of individual agency, showing how the development and increase in 
autonomy, and thus the unfolding in actuality of what is implicit in human freedom, 
depends on practical causal activity in a material world and not on spiritual unfolding. 
The unfreedom of a world of ‘discursively moralised, generalised master-slave relations’ 
is one who’s nature is structural and relational, and depends for its development and 
reproduction the irreducible role of agency.  
At the same time Bhaskar unfolds a critical dialectic which attempts to suggest what the 
actual conditions implicit in the basic anthropological features of human being are, even 
though these are conceived as non-actual possibilities which are necessary only in the 
sense that they are axiologically necessary given the reality of human being. These 
necessities are those real needs on the fulfilment of which the actualisation of freedom 
depends, and they consist in relational conditions (conditions of a social totality) not 
because society is an expressive unity or organic system, but because human being is 
irreducibly relational. Because the actual and real are distinguished and the real potential 
of freedom is understood as non-actual real, the ontological dialectic of freedom is 
separated from the critical dialectic and the conditions of freedom developed in Bhaskar’s 
concrete utopianism are dialectically implicit in human being rather than actual in modern 
forms of life. The process of self-actualisation is an ongoing one rather than a concluded 
one. Freedom is understood as a complexly differentiated concept that includes several 
different levels which map the relationships between individual and social, the status of 
relationality. It suggests that different ways of understanding individual freedom 
correspond to different forms of relationality, which reflect deepening senses of the extent 
to which the implicit axiological conditions of freedom have been actualised.  
Of this picture, legal forms of freedom can be seen to express the aspiration for individual 
autonomy, and implicitly, the axiologically necessary conditions of freedom at the level 
of social relationality. Yet these operate in a world in which those relational conditions 
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remain unactualised. Rereading Hegel’s PhR as a compounding totality of ‘compromise 
formations’, law appears as a compromise formation that is not resolved but buttressed by 
a relational context in which its conditions remain a utopian aspiration. This marks the 
utopian aspect of legal freedom: such a world in which legal freedom would be non-
contradictory would be one in which the conditions of individual autonomy had been 
actualised, but this would require a transformation in the basic structures of our form of 
life. Given the actuality of the modern world, law can readily be seen to have a necessary 
place; but this is what Bhaskar calls an ‘unnecessary necessity’, one which speaks against 
the totality of modern relations (since they require, in order to function, a legal system for 
the coordination of action that must presuppose the fictional utopian view that the 
relational or totality conditions dialectically necessary for the full realisation of individual 
autonomy are actual, although social-theoretically we can see that they are not). Thus 
Hegel’s PhR is a form of actualised concrete utopia, what Marx called the ‘heavens 
brought down to earth’, which expresses something essential, the desire for the relational 
context that would make individual autonomy possible. The assumption that it is already 
actual, and the gestures of freedom that this entails, only serve, however, to reinforce the 
state of unfreedom by blocking any awareness of the real barriers to freedom. 
Law is an practical attempt to resolve relational problems which explicitly presupposes 
that those problems did not exist, while being forced to implicitly acknowledge them. It 
applies utopian standards of individual autonomy to the actual, unfree world, a fact which 
is implicit in the conceptual terrain of criminal law and justice. Law’s conceptual 
formations demonstrate the pressure exerted by social reality on its assumptions about 
freedom, and it is forced to acknowledge these in inadequate ways in order to maintain its 
descriptive plausibility. In this light, law must break with its complacent assumptions 
about individual freedom. Whether under the guise of subjectivism (capacity accounts) or 
character accounts (which presuppose some appeal to individual autonomy), the 
constitution of the individual’s autonomy is deemed to be separable from the constitution 
of the relational totality of which that individual is a constitutive and constituted element. 
As an unnecessary necessity, law could nevertheless become more consummate with the 
findings of critical theory’s analysis of freedom by rethinking and adjusting its practices 
and assumptions in ways which would in turn exert new pressures on the inevitably 
incomplete resulting constructions. 
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Bill Bowring,  
Birkbeck College, London 
 
A tale of two dialectics: 
Adorno and Bhaskar 
 
Dialectic: The Pulse of Freedom (DPF) (Verso, 1993) is Roy Bhaskar’s largest and most 
impressive work. At its centre, and, as he sees it, his significant advance over Hegelian 
dialectic, is his “second edge”, real negativity, or real determinate absence.  
 
There is another towering work in this field, published by Theodor Adorno in 1966 (Eng 
trans Routledge 1973), Negative Dialectics. The title itself suggests an affinity with 
Bhaskar’s central concern. One would have expected from Bhaskar a sustained 
engagement with Adorno’s masterpiece: he had twenty years to get to know it well. Yet 
in DTP Bhaskar simply tips his hat to Adorno, from a distance, as it were.  DPF has a 
total of eight brief references to Adorno, three of which, (pages 191, 248, and 373), repeat 
practically verbatim the phrase “what, following Adorno, I will call identity-thinking.”  
I note also that Evald Ilyenkov’s The Dialectics of the Abstract and the Concrete in 
Marx's Capital (1960, Eng trans 1982 and 2008), and Dialectical Logic (1974, Eng trans 
1977), two masterpieces of dialectic, get no mention at all from Bhaskar. And since the 
publication of Negative Dialectics, a translation of Adorno’s Hegel: Three Studies, 
originally published in 1963 and 1971, has appeared (MIT, 1994), containing profound 
reflections on Hegel’s method. And in 2008 Routledge published Adorno’s Lectures on 
Negative Dialectics: Fragments of a Lecture Course 1965/1966. These were of course not 
available to Bhaskar. 
 
Alan Norrie has recently published, in Dialectic and Difference: Dialectical critical 
realism and the grounds of justice (D&D) (Routledge, 2010), a respectful yet rigorous 
contribution to understanding DPF. Norrie’s previous work in critiquing the foundations 
of criminal justice made effective use of Adorno’s critique of “identity thinking”. 
Following a critical review, Norrie wrote his splendid "How Does Freedom Lie? Adorno, 
Negative Dialectics and Law" in Law and the Beautiful Soul (2005). Yet in D&D Norrie 
follows in Bhaskar’s footsteps. He acknowledges (p.17) that “The idea of a constellation 
was developed in the dialectical tradition by Theodor Adorno following Walter 
Benjamin…” but continues “but Bhaskar’s use is his own, rooted in his realist ontology.” 
D&D has two further brief references to Adorno: on p.155 “Such an idea is seen for 
example in Theodor Adorno’s … argument that reason has turned from a means of 
emancipating people into a means of their technocratic enslavement; or in Adorno’s claim 
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that Kantian freedom is a means of submitting humans to domination.”; and on p.156 “It 
is also seen in the ambivalence that Adorno ultimately reveals in his understanding of the 
enduring moral significance of legal freedom, despite his default tendency to reduce it to 
a subsumptive mode of ‘identity thinking’.” And that’s it. But I share William 
Outhwaite’s appreciation that Norrie has made “A major contribution to the 
understanding of a difficult but extremely important philosophical tradition.” and “The 
expository and critical discussion is sustained at a very high level.” 
This paper seeks to bring out the powerful dialectical insights at the heart of Negative 
Dialectics, and to compare and contrast these with the arguments of DPF – and D&D. At 
the end, the question remains: does DPF stand on its own, as a landmark in the 
development of dialectic; or was it merely a staging post on the way to From East to 
West: Odyssey of a Soul (2000) and Bhaskar’s “spiritual turn”? 
 
 
W3      --  Monday 19 July, h. 16.45-18.30 
Contemporary Sociological Theory and Global Governance Strategies. 
A  Conversation Between Critical Realism and Systemic Thinking 
Andrea Pitasi 
Speaker Title Abstract 
Simone D’Alessandro  
Università degli Studi G. 
D’Annunzio  
Chieti-Pescara 
Archer’s critical realism, 
constructivism, and new 





Università degli Studi del 
Molise - Campobasso 
System meaning and 
relational meaning: what 




Università degli Studi G. 
D’Annunzio  
Chieti-Pescara  
Complexity and global 
governance strategies, 
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W4A      --  Monday 19 July, h. 14.30-16.15 
Re-thinking Eco-Social Relationships, Session 1: Systems and the Eco-Social interface 
Jenneth Parker  
Speaker Title Abstract 
Sarah Cornell The CONVERGE* project 
and system issues of the Eco-
Social interface 
 






W4B      --  Monday 19 July, h. 16.45.18.30 
Re-thinking Eco-Social Relationships, Session 2: Critical Realism and Convergence 
Jenneth Parker  
Speaker Title Abstract 
Lucy Ford 
 
Policy contradictions and 
potential synergies for 
CONVERGE – a critical 
realist approach to political 
ecology? 
 
Jenneth Parker Why does CONVERGE need 
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W5A      --  Monday 19 July, h. 14,30-16.45  
Making Realism Work: Methodological and Empirical Issues, Session 1 
Alex Clark 
Speaker Title Abstract 
Martin Evenden 
Evendenmartin@hotmail.com 
Bringing Critical Realism into 
the Personal Domain: 






Truth claims and explanatory 
claims – an ontological 
typology of futures studies 
 
 
Jeffrey David Turk 
jeffrey.turk@skynet.be 
Realist biography: 
methodological rigour with 





W5B      --  Monday 19 July, h. 16.45-18.30 
Making Realism Work: Methodological and Empirical Issues, Session 2 
Alex Clark 
Speaker Title Abstract 
Murray Couch 
M.Couch@latrobe.ed.au  
The HIV virus, transmission 
practices and local, regional and 
global organisations and 
infrastructure: A critical realist 






How to operationalize 
dispositional concepts: a new 
proposal 
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Loris Di Giammaria 
Loris.digiammaria_yahoo.it  
Concepts of Mechanism. A 
semantic analysis and a study 
about the theoretical and 
methodological implications in 





W6      --  Tuesday 20 July, h. 9.00-10.45 
Critical Realism and Economics 
Nuno Martins, Stephen Pratten, Bjorn Davidsen 
Speaker Title Abstract 
Adel Daoud Scarcity, Abundance, and 
Sufficiency: an alternative 
ontological foundation for 
general socioeconomic theory 
A considerable number of non-mainstream economic studies have been conducted on 
the relation between the economy and society: on firms, markets, capitalism, 
networks, ecology, money, and general action theory. But little has been done on the 
issue scarcity, abundance, and sufficiency (SAS). 
 Mainstream economics focuses mainly on optimal allocation of society’s scarce 
resources among competing ends. Generally, based on rational choice theory, 
mainstream economics asserts that instrumentally rational individuals aims to 
maximise their utility; and by doing so, an optimal allocation of society’s resources 
may be reached. Conversely, the non-mainstream approach highlights the importance 
of uncertainty, social and cultural structures that influences economic phenomena. 
Thus, a large number of studies have critiqued the economic view of human agency 
because it disregard culture, power, institutions, etc.. Both economist and sociologist 
has sought to develop more complex and realistic alternatives; informed by competing 
methodologies – inspired by methodological individualism as well as by 
methodological holism. Nonetheless, neither mainstream economics nor non-
mainstream approaches to questions the deeper nature of SAS.  
 This paper aims to elaborate an alternative realist ground for economic sociology, 
heterodox economic or socioeconomic in general. Instead of pinpointing the problems 
of rational choice, it starts even earlier in the set of assumptions which conditions 
human agency. Instead of discussing the concepts of rationality, action, and 
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methodological individualism, it focuses on the premise of scarcity. The central 
ontological question is: ’what is the nature of scarcity in social and economic theory’. 
 Hence, this paper offers three main contributions to general socioeconomic theory: 
(1) A tentative typology of SAS; (2) A holistic (multi casual) explanatory approach of 
SAS; and (3) An alternative foundation for socioeconomic theory, based on what is 
called the SAS theme. It is shown that this theme contain various socioeconomic 
phenomena that are intimately linked to SAS (famine, wants, property, markets, 
justice, poverty, etc.) which could open up for new kinds of inquires.  
Dante Suarez Complexity Economics: 
Distributed Agency 
 
Jeffrey Turk Science is Measurement: Muons, 
Money and the Nobel Prize 
This article investigates the difference in measurement methods between 
contemporary particle physics and economics. Several of the contributions to 
Measurement in Economics: a Handbook, edited by Marcel Boumans (2007), are used 
to present the current state of measurement technique in economics. The views there, 
especially the chapter by Mary Morgan on the measurement of the velocity of money, 
are discussed in comparison with the real-world measurement of the anomalous 
magnetic moment of the muon, also known as muon (g – 2), as presented mainly in 
three sources: a brief history of the measurement of muon (g – 2) by Francis Farley 
(2004); the final report of the last muon (g – 2) measurement (Bennett, et al., 2006); 
and a proposal for a new experiment. This particular measurement is chosen not only 
because it has a history going back over half a century, but because it is currently the 
largest established and unambiguous discrepancy between the ‘Standard Model’ of 
particle physics and the real world the model is supposed to represent, indicating the 
faultiness or incompleteness of the model. It is thus taken as the gold standard of 
reality checks. The comparison shows that particle physics remains realist in its 
measurement approach while economics does not. The reality check on theory that 
measurement provides in particle physics is conspicuously absent in economics. 
Furthermore, because of the difference in the nature of the phenomena studied, the 
measurement techniques of particle physics cannot be used to provide similar checks 
on theory in economics.  
Stephen Pratten Essentialism and the Social In this paper I argue there are two senses assigned to essences within those 
frameworks that award them a significant ontological status. There is both a defining 
sense and a more concrete-explanatory sense. Once this distinction is recognised 
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competing forms of essentialism can be differentiated and their implications more 
easily explored. As an example of work where the defining and the concrete-
explanatory senses of essence are tied closely together I consider the essentialism 
developed by Rom Harré as part of his analysis of the practices of natural scientists. 
As an illustration of a position where the two senses are de-coupled and priority given 
to the defining sense I examine the essentialism involved in Charles Peirce’s mature 
account of natural classes. I show that the sense of essence focussed upon influences 
how the scope of essentialism and its relevance for the study of social phenomena are 
conceived. The focus on these two senses of essence facilitates a better understanding 
of the forms of essentialism defended by Harré and Peirce and helps identify the 
challenges contemporary critical realists face as they defend a form of essentialism 




W7A      --  Tuesday 20 July, h. 9.00-10.45 
Realism and Education, Session 1: Networks and Policies 
Andrea Maccarini  
Speaker Title Abstract 
Bushra Connors Global Mechanisms and Higher 
Education: Finding our way in 
the storm. 
In a complex, fast changing global environment the very nature and definition of 
education is under contestation. The key issues coming to the fore appear to be who 
will be allowed to learn what, and under which circumstances? (Dale, 2000). This is a 
question close to the hearts of all those currently teaching in higher education and 
hence concerned with developing pedagogy at this level. 
 Drawing upon a morphogenetic approach to structure and agency interaction (Archer, 
2000; Archer, 1995), this paper is an attempt to outline some of the key agents at the 
global and national levels, the structures that exist, form and collapse, and their 
possible interactions together with the implications for various national and 
institutional policy developments. 
Two key concepts are useful in exploring the situation. The first of these is the 
relationship between structures, including discursive and legal structures (Kelsey, 
2003), and the agency of various players such as transnational organisations, national 
bodies and individual  Higher Education institutions. One developing structure in 
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today’s international arena is the GATS framework of the World Trade Organisation, 
which is currently a space where events have far reaching implications for some of the 
current struggles over what education means for different nations and various groups of 
people within them(Verger, 2008). A second key concept developed, is the question of 
how phenomena at one level, such as the global level may affect what goes on at 
another level, national or institutional levels for example, where the question of 
privatisation of higher education is coming to the fore in some countries (Kelsey, 
2003),  while education systems are considered as goods for barter in return for 
favourable conditions in other spheres of the global economy(Verger, 2009) . This is 
consistent with a critical realist approach which takes an ontological position that the 
physical and social world is stratified, with emergent features at various levels 
(Bhaskar, 2009 (in press)) . 
 Some possible implications for the future development of  pedagogy in higher 




Using a depth ontology for 
exploring sustainability 




The research reported here draws on Bhaskar’s presentation of a depth ontology for 
interpreting social systems, in which he highlights the need to understand not only 
events (whether they are experienced by actors or not) but also the mechanisms (the 
powers of which exist exercised or unexercised) that influence these events and 
experiences (Collier, 1994; Danermark, Ekstrom, Jakobsen, & Karlsson, 2002).  
 
Increasingly environmental educators are asking questions, which need an 
understanding beyond the interpretative evidence provided, for example, in learning 
activities focused on sustainability practices (events) and learners’ work and 
sustainability practices (events) and the representation of these events in learners’ 
work, and educator reflections (experiences). In order to understand these events and 
experiences more fully, we also need to probe what Brown refers to as the “learning 
environment … causal mechanisms that enable and constrain learning” (2009: 5). In 
order to begin to engage these more causal and elusive questions I draw on authors 
who are working with critical realism to ask questions about the nature of 
‘sustainability’ and the implications of applying critical realist concepts and tools in 
educational settings. I then explore learning in a particular teacher professional 
development context and probe for mechanisms and contingencies that enable or 
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constrain aspects of environmental learning.  
By probing to these “deeper, more complex and reality congruent understandings” of 
sustainability issues (Lotz-Sisitka, 2008: 142), we can construct visions and 
interpretations of sustainability in particular contexts that do not leave us with a sense 
of ‘no direction’ cultivated by the relativism of strongly constructivist notions of 
learning. Instead we can conceive of a weak (non-relativist) constructivism as 
suggested by Lotz-Sisitka (2008) and Brown (2009) in which reality is constructed in 
the minds of learners, but is open to critique and which needs to stand up to tests of 
truth and normative judgements. Nor are we left with contextually inappropriate vision 
of a sustainability practice as might be prescribed in an objectivist approach to 
learning. Instead we are called to examine the shaping influences and  practical 
adequacy of prescribed normative frameworks - as suggested in research conducted by 
Lotz-Sisitka & Schudel (2006); and to engage a dialectic reconciling of  ‘being in the 
world’ and coming to ‘know the world’ within particular learning processes as 
suggested by O’Donoghue (pers. comm. 27 April, 2010).  
In this paper I use the above perspectives on environmental learning to review research 
conducted with three teachers participating in the 2008 Rhodes University/WESSA 
certificate course: School & Sustainability. The School & Sustainability course 
supported teachers in developing and implementing lesson plans that had the dual 
purpose of strengthening sustainability practices in schools and communities and of 
realising environmental learning opportunities in the National Curriculum Statement 
(NCS). Data for the research was derived from a review of three lesson plans 
conducted by each teacher (with supporting evidence in the form of learning and 
teaching support materials and learners’ work represented in teacher portfolios) , 
interviews, contextual profiles and school and classroom observations of teachers. The 
nine lesson plans reviewed altogether represented two environmental themes, namely 
waste management and nutrition. 
 
Evidence suggests that the Schools and Sustainability course is influenced by two 
significant generative mechanisms that drive a weak constructivist pedagogy for 
environmental learning: 
1) An outcomes based system aimed at underpinning a “democratic and 
internationally competitive country with literate, creative and critical citizens 
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leading productive, self-fulfilled lives” (South Africa. Department of 
Education, 2002: 10). 
2) A principle in the NCS that commits learners to addressing the 
“interrelationship between human rights, a healthy environment and social 
justice” (South Africa. Department of Education, 2002: 16). 
AND a third significant mechanism generating opportunities for reality congruent, 
contextually relevant processes: 
3) A pedagogical framework proposed by O’Donoghue (2001) which a number of 
ways that learners can engage with an environmental issue or focus in a way 
that promotes active engagement with information, the local environment and 
responsive actions 
These generative mechanisms are examined for how they support the development of 
learners as critical thinkers constructing knowledge in local contexts, in the company 
of others, while guided by a normative framework (weak constructivism). That is in the 
light of potential tensions and tendencies within and between these mechanisms that 
appear to lead, for example, to an emergent reductionism in teaching and learning 
where the activity becomes dis-embedded from the intended learning outcome.  
 
Through reference to the work of the teachers, the paper argues how an exercising of 
the power inherent in the above-mentioned mechanisms shapes a process of teaching 
and learning that is contingent on: 
· An active meaning-making (rather than instrumentalist) approach to 
sustainability concerns with an emphasis on enquiry skills and ‘how’ and ‘why’ 
critical thinking skills.  
· The provision of, and active engagement with, new knowledge so as to take 
learners beyond the ‘known’ and to open possibilities for challenging the status 
quo. 
· Careful scaffolding of learning in a second language  
· Finding small, manageable, curriculum and contextually relevant sustainability 
projects - considering that socio-ecological complexities and realities make 
sustainability practices hard to find and sustain. 
Teachers’ views of a strong pastoral role for themselves in their school and community 
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Realism and Education, Session 1: Culture and the Subject 
Andrea Maccarini  
Speaker Title Abstract 
Adel Daoud & 
Goran Puaca  
 
An Organic View of Want 
Formation: Rational Choice, 
Habitus, and Reflexivity  
 
 The criticism of rational choice theory has focused on several dimensions, but it seems 
that the underlying mechanisms of the formation of wants remain relatively 
unexplored. The purpose of this paper is to develop an economic sociological account 
of this. A favorite case of rational choice theory is used, namely choices in meritocratic 
educational system. Previous research has already shown that the assumption of static 
preferences is unrealistic. Firstly, the study underscores this by reproducing the same 
kind of critical result. Collected via semi-structured questionnaires, solo and focus 
interviews, the study demonstrates that the want-lists of the students (n=27) contain a 
high degree of' inconsistency. That is, they violate the principle of transitivity (leads to 
irrationality) and manifests indifferences that are derived from the principle of 
completeness (leads to indeterminacy). Secondly, the paper shows that this 
inconsistency arise due to fundamental uncertainty, which we denominate personal 
epistemological opaqueness. Thirdly, we propose an alternative approach of want 
formation anchored in the concept of the habitus and reflexivity mediated by practice. 
This is an organic view of want formation. Accordingly, the paper shows that 
individuals are oriented toward their entire body of wants (the interconnectedness of 
wants), and not atomistically or toward a subset of their set of wants. The body of 
wants is structured over the time-field continuum, i.e. the expected time frame relative 
to the social fields where practice manifests (mainly credentialism). Hence, this 
approach both eases the problem of personal epistemic opaqueness and provides an 
alternative view of want formation.  
Derek Brereton 
 
Does value inhere in the world? 
Critical realism and learning as 
an instance of modeling 
This paper explores whether value inheres in the world. If it does, learning is justified 
in ways that transcend politics, utilitarianim, curiosity, sociocultural variation, or any 
other human attribute. But how can learning not presupose the existence of creatures 
capable of it? Answering that requires us to see that learning is just a particular 
instance of modeling. Modeling, in turn, is a feature of the world’s relation to itself. 
The fact that relationality is inherent in and to the world is due to its non-identical, 
heterovalent nature, as described by Roy Bhaskar in and as the 1M phase of his MELD 
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schema. So: heterovalence entails strain and process; process entails modeling; 
modeling entails, and is a form of, learning; learning in the highest form it has yet 
achieved is human; therefore: humanness is a natural good, and learning is enjoined, in 
the sense of ‘imposed with authority’, also as a human good grounded in our species 
being, per se. The ontic principle states that the nature of the world is to evolve 
increasingly accurate models of itself. This paper establishes the validity, and value, of 




W8A      --  Tuesday 20 July, h. 9.00-10.45  
Reflexivity, social networks and social policy, Session 1: Social Policy 
Riccardo Prandini, Luca Martignani 
Speaker Title Abstract 
Luca Martignani Welfare mechanisms and 
reflexivity: dirty mirrors, blind 
eagles and new handshakes 
The aim of this paper is to present some welfare access mechanisms (such as ticket 
services, vouchers, social cards, etc.), following the specific logic which makes them more or 
less reflexive. The term reflexivity is used here to underline the attitude of these mechanisms of 
represent their role in a complex network of social actors, involved in the realization of 
different policy goals. The challenge token by this article is the attribution of specific reflexive 
capacity to social relations and not only to single individuals. The development of this 
theoretical framework is necessary for the sociological analysis of reflexive services and 
welfare access mechanisms. In this paper, different policy instruments are presented and then 
recoded into three different logics exposed following a growing reflexivity order, according 
with the specific meaning of the concept used here. 
 
Keywords: Welfare, Reciprocity, Social Mechanisms, Reflexivity 
Colm Allan Human Rights, Needs, 
Capabilities and Social Policy – 
A Realist Approach to Social 
Accountability and Human 
Development 
Since the 1980s, developmental economists such as Amartya Sen have asserted that 
social policies concerned with development outcomes should look beyond formal 
rights and focus on whether people have the ability to function in desirable ways (their 
capabilities). Sen’s interventions contributed to a change in social policy and the 
introduction of a series of Human Development Reports by the UN in the 1990s, 
which treated development as more than economic growth. Instead of measuring 
development (and standard of living) by economic indicators such as Gross Domestic 
Product, the UN introduced the Human Development Index (HDI) to measure access to 
basic rights such as education and healthcare. 
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Despite very significant advances in the 1990s, the primary limitation of current social 
policy seeking to advance development (specifically, that informing the UN's global 
rights-based framework) is that it cannot provide a reliable indication of how 
effectively states (and other duty-bearers) are performing in progressively realising 
human needs, rights and capabilities. In this paper I argue that the realist assertion of a 
hierarchy of basic human needs raises the immediate question of how accountably 
duty-bearers are performing in realising these needs. It is logically impossible to talk 
of human rights without raising questions about the implementation of human needs. 
These are questions of accountability. 
 
The paper argues that whilst there is no single universally legitimate way of satisfying 
all basic human needs, nor one set of policy prescripts or state form to guarantee their 
satisfaction, the effective implementation of certain public resource management 
processes is a pre-condition for the realisation of needs, irrespective of other social and 
cultural variances. I provide an elaboration of these processes and a discussion of their 
implications for social policy. This includes thoughts on; how to measure needs; how 
to devise strategies and practical programmes to ensure their progressive realisation; 
how to set targets and indicators to monitor whether needs are being met. The paper 
concludes with a discussion of how reflexive civic interest groups and social networks 
concerned with social justice in sub-Saharan Africa can engage more effectively with 
public resource management processes to improve the realisation of human needs and 
human development outcomes. 
Martina Visentin The importance of being 
reflexive 
The aim of my contribution is to focus on the relation between reflexivity and social 
work, and the key ideas developed around the concept of reflexivity. The present 
British debate, and more generally in the anglo saxon world,  is focused on the role of 
reflexivity as a possible new frame for better social work and so a better way to work 
in order to promote the capabilties of every social worker and every service user. We 
recognized that it’s an ambiguous term and, at the same time, full of meaning. So, first 
of all, we have to look at the etymology of the word reflexive, and from there, try to 
explain the different semantics of reflexivity  
in social work.  
We will consider three main areas of theoretical research: i) critical social work 
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(Dominelli, Fook); ii) critical best practice (Gidden’s heritage by Ferguson); iii) 
relational social work (Donati, Folgheraiter). The common theme of the three 
approaches is to increase the resilience of social actors, the capability to create social 
ties, the capability for action of for the social relations already activated (or which 
could be activated) in order to realize a closer partnership and to reciprocate 
interaction among expert systems, society and service users. But the three approaches 
cast some shadows about how the process became reflexive. The question the paper 




W8B      --  Wednesday 21 July, h. 9.00-10.45  
Reflexivity, social networks and social policy, Session 2: Social Networks 
Riccardo Prandini, Luca Martignani 
Speaker Title Abstract 
Elena Macchioni The work-organization 
engagement into society: from 
discrete to relational contracts 
This paper wants to offer an analysis about the business role in the new welfare arena. 
The theme is the corporate citizenship, and it’s in particular refers to work-life balance 
policy. The analysis deals with an epiric study about work life business policies in 17 
small and medium concerns, a social cooperative and in a multinational company.In 
each organization I analized the manager culture and the set of welfare polizie realized 
in favour of employee and his family. I also analized the effects producted by the 
different measures on the employee personal life, on his family life and on his working 
way of work. 
Parsons and Smelser in “Economy and Society” (1956), argued that the contract it’s 
the institution that represents the “meeting place” between worker, its family and the 
business. This is an interesting analysis because for a lot of time firms and families 
were been the symbols of  different life shperes: the public and the private. In the last 
decades a lot of morphogenesis occurrred in the labor market and in the families. This 
transformations had a result on the conception of working agreements. We are 
witnessing the transition from discrete contracts to relational contracts. The 
transformation is in act and in bases of: managers reflexivity; employees reflexivity; 
the ability of manger and employees to recognise each other, and recognise in 
particular their differents roles and needs; the capacity to build and write togehther, 
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managers and workers, a project of life, not a simple transaction. 
According to the way the different elements combine each other it’s possible observ 
four agreement typology: discete contract; relational contract overbalance on the 
working sphere; moral contract;relational contract able to promote the role and the 
well being of all the actors (corporations, public institutions, third sector organizations, 
families). 
Radu Cinpoes Temporary labour migration: 
moving beyond the numbers 
game 
 
There has been continuous and growing interest among social scientists in the recent 
years in labour migration and trans-national mobility, especially in the context of the 
newly expanded (2004 and 2007) European Union.  However, such studies have either 
focused on the consequences of labour migration in economic terms, looking at 
remittances or at labour markets, or on the social and political incorporation of 
migrants. Little work has been done on identifying the specific factors that shape the 
character of labour migration in terms of its duration. Further still, partly due to the 
emphasis on analytical or normative attempts to deal with the incorporation of 
permanent migrants in the host societies, the patterns and experiences of participation 
in public life by temporary labour migrants have not been a matter of concern. 
 
It is precisely these under-explored aspects that make up the focus of this 
investigation. The paper is structured around two main statements. First, it suggests 
that the process of labour migration needs to be re-evaluated so that it would account 
for the relational character of the link between the labour migrant and the set of formal 
and informal actors that constitute a home-based network, which not only precedes 
and determines migration, but it actually shapes its character. Second, it argues that 
such a re-evaluation would shed some light upon the causal relationship between the 
nature of labour migration (its temporary or permanent character) and the level of 
interaction between the migrant and the host society.  
 
Matteo Orlandini Third sector culture and 
engagement with the world 
The paper tries to show the similarity and the difference between Archer’s reflexive 
approach (i.e. reflexivity as an internal conversation) and Donati’s relational 
perspective (i.e. reflexivity as individual and relational property), concerning the 
engagement with the world in Third sector (TS) management. In the first part, I 
will show the TS relevance for these approaches: the TS attracts people with a 
particolar commitment, neither self-centred nor traditionalist. The second part will 
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focus on the contextualization of Italian TS development, through its morphogenetic 
history.   In the final part, thanks to the interviews analysis, I will try to show the 
importance of managers' life histories to form their ultimate concerns and 
consequently the decisions relating to their careers in Third sector. The aim is to focus 
on: 1) how the socio-cultural context of the leader directs the mode to be leaders and 
to reflect; 2) how the TS membership is deeply marked by being part of a generation. 
 
 
W9      --  Tuesday 20 July, h. 9.00-10.45 
Engaging with a New World: Science and Technology 
Kate Forbes-Pitt 
Speaker Title Abstract 
Kate Forbes-Pitt Keepin' it real; the problem of 
virtual objects 
 
Philip Boucher Technology and Technological 
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Critical Realist Theory 
Andrea Maccarini 




Marx as a Scientific Realist 
 
The paper explores Bhaskar’s claim that the late Marx was a scientific realist. It is 
argued that Marx championed scientific realism already from 1845/46 onwards, that 
there is an unevenness between Marx’s scientific realism as a philosophical view and 
his critique of political economy as a scientific practice, that Marx’s understanding of 
science was in an important sense ‘anti-newtonian’, and, finally, that the ‘anti-
normativism’ of Marx is not a necessary result of his scientific realism, but rather a 
symptom of not fully coming to terms with Max Stirner’s critique of universals.  
Peter Clark and Giuliano 
Maielli 
Critical realism and Haydu’s 
time place periods as 
comparative cases of problem 
This paper synthesises  retroduction in critical realism with revisionist historical 
sociology (Adams, Clemens et al 2005). Specifically, retroduction is interwoven with 
Haydu’s (1998, 2009) research program to treat sequences of problem solving typical 
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solving: retroducing America’s 
elimination contests and 
civilizing processes  
of time-place periods as cases for  comparison.  
This research program is relevant for different units of analysis: the region, 
corporations, labor/trade unions, the nation, international political economy. Our 
previous studies have been comparisons of the sector-region in different nations (Clark 
2000). For example, the Michigan base of Henry Ford at the launch of the Ford T with 
the West Midlands base of the British auto industry, especially Rover, in the same 
period. Henry Ford could not have started out from the British West Midlands but 
could invade Birmingham with knocked down kits assembled in Manchester. This 
form of retroduction is a superfactual (Clark 2000, 2006, 2007[3]). One regional-
sector context lacks the repertoires, necessary to the emergence of agentic features 
found in the other context to emerge [1]. Likewise, we have sought to demonstrate that 
Benetton, successful in the 1960s onward from their ‘Euro’ location in NE Italy, 
would have been very much less successful starting out from the British home of the 
knitwear industry in the East Midlands.  British knitwear enterprises and its market 
context lacked the powers to have appropriated the Benetton template. It follows that 
the role of agency and temporality cannot be isolated into inner conversations because 
these are situated in specific time-place problem solving contexts [1] which frequently 
differ between nations as suggested in the theory of national cultural repertoires 
(Clark; Swidler; Lamont; Thevenot; Tilly). Agency’s temporal problem solving 
sequences requires conceptual elaboration similar to the Callon-Latour mnemonic of 
PIEM [2].  
We apply our research program to a retroduction of America and global modernity 
circa 1990-2010. Our project [3; Clark 2011], parallels Mennell’s (2007) bold 
application of Elias’s configurational approach to America’s civilizing process. We are 
critical of key missed opportunities and the claims of strong similarities between 
Europe and the USA in that study [3]. We contend that Mennell has elided the role of 
wars as elimination contests.  
Our contention is that globalizing America was significantly constituted in the short 
period of the American Civil War when a distinctive internal hegemony was 
established. Had the Union not defeated the secessionists then world history could 
have been very different. Likewise, Europe’s troubled 20thC of international conflict 
afforded the USA many opportunities to translate its Market Empire into international 
hegemony during the Cold War. Internal hegemony underpinned the colonizing role of 
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its corporations in South America. Also the American market place provided the 
elimination contests between corporations which toughened the winners capacity in 
the global market place. Internal hegemony after the Civil War was sustained through 
forms of macro-meso pacification (e.g. civil religion, aesthetics, entertainment and 
sport) articulated through the networks of American religions and state capitalism. 
Since 1990 certain affordances are unfolding. Caroline Evans (2003) characterised 
European fashion and aesthetics as being on ‘the edge’. Her contention about edges, 
life styles and sensibilities resonates with our analysis.  
Our tool kit synthesises are retroduction and the Haydu project. Temporality, 
repertoires  and place are core elements (Clark & Maielli 2009).  
 
 
